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institutions alarmed the official mind with visions
of Soldiers' Councils in the act of fraternising with
workmen and peasants. It had its graver aspect,
though; and Mr. Churchill was prompt with the
production of a scheme for the creation of a post-
war Army. The mercurial Wilson approved his
efforts; and they went off to Paris, where Lloyd
George was already deep in the Peace Conference,
in order to obtain his final sanction.

On the way home he talked as freely as he always
had.   Russia was a good deal in his mind.   Was it
not his official duty to preserve Britain from the un-
comfortable fate of Russia ?   Besides, his sympathies
were strongly affected by the  course  of Russian
events.    The bare anonymity of pure collectivism
made no appeal to Mr. Churchill.    A picturesque
society had vanished in distressing circumstances,
which left some observers indisposed to calculate the
folly and brutality by which it had invited its own
destruction;   and its successors seemed determined
to repeat the same drastic reconstruction wherever
they could find a hearing.   For Communism in the
age of Trotsky was in a missionary mood, to which
the transformation of Russia meant no more than
a first instalment  of the  world-revolution.    Few
English fancies turned in such directions in 1919,
and Mr. Churchill's was not among the few.    It was
not easy for his chivalry to overlook the deep debt
incurred by the Allies to the Czar's armies in the
first years of the war or to forget that' officers, by
whom the German pressure in the West had often
been relieved in the course of 1914 and 1915, were
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